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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1 , 9, 1 1, 14, 15, 20, 22, 24-26, 29, 30, 32, 33 and 34 are rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Yamada et al (6574182). 
The reference shows an optical disk recording and reproducing apparatus for reading a 
first and second disks with different formats 11, 110 comprising: a light module for 
selectively emitting a first and second light beam having different wavelengths 1 , a 
holographic light coupler guiding the light beam to a common path 6, an optical path 
changing unit to alter the common path of the reflected light beam 3 or 5, an objective 
lens 7, and photo detection means 9. The limitations of claim 26 could be found in figs 
4B and 4C wherein the light beam is diffracted into a non-zero order (+/- first order) to 
be focused on the corresponding disk and reflected back to the photo detection means 
9. 

With respect to the limitation of claim 1 1 see figs 4a-4c. 

With respect to the limitation of claim 14. the holographic element having stepped 
grating is employed within an apparatus with two light emitting sources ranging from 
630-nm to 730nm. Therefor the depth of such grating must inherently fall within the 
claimed range. 
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With respect to the limitations of claims 15 and 19 see figs 2a-2c. 
With respect to the limitation of claim 20 see element 9. 

With respect to the limitations of claims 22 and 24 see figs 2B and 2C showing the use 
of a non-zero order light beam. 

With respect to the limitation of claim 25 see element 7 having a spherical surface. 
With respect to the limitations of claims 29, 30, 32, 33 and 34. the reference shows the 
use of a non-zero order light beam in figs 4B and 4C. The common light path-changing 
element is shown as elements 5 or 3 reflecting the reflected light beam to the photo 
detection means 9. 

Claims 1, 3-5, 8-11, 14, 15, 19-22, 24-26, 29, 30 and 32-34 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Abe et al (6084843). 
The reference shows an optical disk recording and reproducing apparatus reading 
different formatted disks 41 a, 41 b, a light module selectively emitting a first and second 
reading beams having different wavelengths 21 , a holographic element guiding the light 
beams into a common path 25, an optical path changing element 23, an objective lens 
26 and photo detection means 28. The limitations of claim 26 is found in figs 20, 21 31 
and 32 showing the use of a non-zero light beam being focused on the corresponding 
disk and reflected back to the photo detection element. 

With respect to the limitation of claim 3. the reference shows the use of a holographic 
element 25 wherein a non-perpendicular light beam is incident thereon 21 A and 
transmitted into a common path (focusing direction). 
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With respect to the limitations of claims 4 and 14. The holographic element having 
stepped grating is employed within an apparatus with two light emitting sources ranging 
from 630-nm to 730nm. Therefor the depth of such grating must inherently fall within the 
claimed range see figs 14-16. 

With respect to the limitation of claim 5 see figs 14-16. 

With respect to the limitations of claims 8 and 21 see fig 4 elements 114 and 116. 

With respect to the limitation of claim 1 0 see elements 21 a, 21 b and 25. 

With respect to the limitation of claim 1 1 see figs 18-21. 

With respect to the limitations of claims 15 and 19 see fig 14. 

With respect to the limitation of claim 20 see fig 4 element 120. 

With respect to the limitations of claims 22 and 24 see figs 20 and 21 . 

With respect to the limitation of claim 25 see element 26. 

With respect to the limitations of claims 29, 30, 32, 33 and 34 see figs 20 and 21 

regarding the first order light beam and element 114. 

Claims 2, 6, 7, 12, 13, 16-18, 23, 27, 28, and 31 are objected to as being 
dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in 
independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. 

None of the cited prior art shows the objective lens structure as claimed, adjusting the 
hologram coupler position based on positional tolerance between the first and second 
light sources, the zero percentage transmittance and the holographic pattern depth 
difference 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 6594042. and 6674709. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to NABIL Z HINDI 
at telephone number (703) 308-1 555. 




